Faith in Man & God  +  Real-Time Earth Science  +  Decision-Support for All   =  Peace & Prosperity
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His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI

Most Holy Father
I was inspired to read that His Holiness will organize a summit of religious leaders to discuss how they can promote world peace—when a Protestant was announced as the head of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, coincident with a discussion by His Holiness of the similarity of science and religion as two disciplines seeking to illuminate and promulgate the truth, I felt called to volunteer a concept for achieving inter-faith reconciliation through a shared devotion to transparency and truth as a means of creating both trust and common wealth.
Put most directly, material corruption in the secular world is an obstacle to spiritual harmony.  The public has lost faith in governments and corporations, including all banks and the media—broadcasting and print.  There is no trusted source of information about the material world at the same time that there is growing distrust—schisms of suspicion and hatred—among the religions, with fundamentalists and relativists growing in numbers.  

Religion is closer to humanity’s biological, cultural, and social “nature,” and for this reason I believe that His Holiness could substantially increase the global reach and effect of the summit, if the summit were to focus on achieving an outcome centered on inter-faith information-sharing and sense-making about the threats to humanity and how all parties are addressing those threats.  We need a faith-based global intelligence exchange.

For the past century we have been operating an Industrial-Era global economy in which easily half of the public income has been wasted or lost to corruption.  It is possible for the Church to create and utilize public intelligence—and public understanding—to influence how others spend money so as to create a prosperous world at peace.  It is also possible for the Church to raise funds for this endeavor, for example, by approaching Sir Richard Branson with the idea of “The Virgin Truth” as a secular global service helpful to eradicating corruption while providing a secular foundation for inter-faith dialog, deliberation, & trust.
I am in Rome 22-26 January, and can be reached via electronic mail or voice (below).  I can also engage in local or virtual dialog as directed.





Sincerely,





Robert David Steele (Vivas)






Chief Executive Officer (pro bono)

11005 Langton Arms Court, Oakton, Virginia 22124

Voice: ++ 703.220.8850  Electronic Mail: robert.david.steele.vivas@gmail.com
A Collaborative & Open Society Creating a Prosperous World at Peace
The societies of the past were able to create their own realities by controlling information and knowledge.  Today the primordial value lies in the sharing of information and the multi-cultural sense-making that enables transparency, truth, trust, and therefore sustainable consensus.  The Internet—the cell phone and short message system (SMS) or text—now permits billions to be connected, to learn as needed.  
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The world doesn’t look like this today....but it could!  Men of good will can leverage information to triumph over evil, poverty, famine, war, and genocide. 

 “What is new that was not available to your predecessors?”

What has changed is the ability to connect – people to people –  on a global basis. 

What has changed is the ability to establish “true cost” of any product, service, or behavior.

What has changed is the ability to understand all disciplines, all domains, in relation to Earth, Humanity, and God’s Will: Love.
[image: image5.emf]Only the Church—and the Inter-Faith Summit—can focus Humanity on this practical opportunity.  Only the Church—and the Inter-Faith Summit—can illuminate the path to achieving both spiritual and scientific truth through transparency.  As a leading intelligence and information theorist I can, without reservation, tell you that the world is moving away from proprietary, secretive, and opaque toward OPEN.  Open what?  Open everything but especially open borders and open minds.  Multinational faith-based information-sharing and sense-making is the key to creating a prosperous world at peace.
The world is much more complex today, more connected and much more inter-dependent.  We need to develop the ability to learn quickly and adapt quickly.  Can an inter-faith dialogue that is proposed by His Holiness be magnified through today’s information technology?  I think so! I think it can be a context for ongoing cooperation and ongoing progress toward peace and social justice.  What’s new?  We have the ability to harness the power of thought not seen since Johann Gutenberg.  Truth is the foundation for all forms of reconciliation and the only basis for sustainable peace and spiritual harmony.
Can we achieve a goal of a humanity that works for all?  I believe we can, especially with the collaborative strength of the world’s religious leaders behind that idea. 
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Ideas need Conversation, Content, & Context

Yes, is would be a great diplomatic achievement to get agreement that we should work together.  But can there be more?  A gardener needs more than faith and good will to create a garden.  Seeds, a hoe, a watering can, and knowledge—practical knowledge—is essential.

It is not enough to simply agree.  To be effective in today’s complex world we need a concrete context, one that is politically neutral (we must be realistic) to focus the collective energies of the summit participants so as to harness the Collective Intelligence of the Whole Earth toward Love Not War as Jesus and the prophets of others faiths have preached.
The Assisi Inter-Faith Peace Summit offers an opportunity to discuss, understand, and adopt a Strategic Analytic Model, an Inter-Faith Information Technology Model, and a Multinational Multiagency Multidisciplinary Multidomain Information-Sharing and Sense-Making(M4IS2) Model such that all of the faiths together can begin to emphasize secular transparency, truth, and trust.
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I and my many professional colleagues have developed the tools and concepts illustrated here with the specific intent of making it possible for all human minds to have access to all information in all languages all the time.  From transparency comes truth, from truth trust, from trust a prosperous world at peace.

Governments are corporations today are actively concealing the true costs of their policies, products, services, and behavior.  They are actively looting their own Commonwealths and the Commonwealths of others in order to enrich the few at the expense of the many.

What is lacking right now is a “World Brain” in which the larger public is educated, informed, and empowered to achieve progress toward peace, religious freedom, and social justice. This begins with identifying true costs and eradicating corruption in all its forms.  Close to 50% of what is spent “in our name” is fraud, waste, and abuse.  This will not change until we illuminate reality.
Give Transparency & Truth a Chance to Create Inter-Faith Trust
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My intent, while respecting the value of prayer and tolerance, is to help the Church create a process that provides the public—the faithful and the many (billions) who can be drawn to the faith—transparency and truths about governments and corporations, products and services, programs and pogroms.  

This will permit evidence-based inter-faith dialog about secular obstacles to religious freedom and social justice.  Individuals are empowered by the truth as validated by and provided by the instruments of faith—the networks for public intelligence, policy, and budget oversight.  This eradicates corruption and waste, creating a prosperous world at peace.

E Veritate Potens—From Truth We are Made Powerful (One With God)

There is one other major concept that could be helpful to the Church in achieving broad outreach across all populations without confronting other faiths and often in direct collaboration with other faiths.  That is the concept of the eight tribes of truth—each with its unique role and perspective, in the aggregate comprising humanity without borders, inter-meshed with the reality that scientific knowledge is so fragmented as to be useless in the design of a world that works for all.
The eight tribes are the academic, civil society (including labor unions and religions), government at all levels, law enforcement, media, military, and non-governmental.  At this time each lacks a shared understanding of the ten threats to humanity at every level, and each lacks a means of harmonizing their policies and spending so as to optimize the common good.
A “map of science” based on citation analysis quickly demonstrates that there is a Tower of Babel effect in which all disciplinary are isolated from one another, with many sub-disciplines, all operating without a spiritual or even a practical objective, such as creating a prosperous world at peace.  We have lost our collective minds.
It is in this context that the Church can contemplate both a global outreach program across all eight tribes of truth, and a global inter-faith multinational information-sharing and sense-making program that creates trust and tolerance.
Peace & Prosperity Cost One Third What We Spend on War Now

Before proposing a series of Catholic and then inter-faith meetings prior to the Assisi Peace Summit, I offer here a rigorously researched comparison of what governments (mostly the US Government) spend on war, and the comparative cost of creating a world that works for all—a prosperous world at peace.
My colleague, Professor Medard Gabel, was the co-creator with Buckminster Fuller of the analog World Game.  In developing a book tentatively entitled Seven Billion Billionaires, he has investigated the actual cost of creating a world that works for all, and this one graphic illustrates the fact that if humanity were in touch with the truth and able to trust one another, we could not only achieve a prosperous world at peace at one third the cost of what is spent on war now, but this would also call into question how the other two thirds might be spent in a new global economy based on love instead of war.

There is no lack of money with which to eradicate the ten high-level threats to humanity—there is a lack of public consensus on eliminating wasteful expenditures on war and on corporate overheads as well as corruption, fraud, waste, and abuse all of which have no merit.  If there is an inter-faith summit of religions, why not inter-faith intelligence, policy, and budget oversight networks also, so as to permit inter-faith dialog, deliberation, & decisions to be evidence-based? 

Possible Supporting Events Prior to the Assisi Peace Summit
It is possible, at virtually no cost and within the existing infrastructure of the Church, to create several information-sharing and sense-making bodies prior to and in support of the Assisi Peace Summit.  While in Rome this coming week, or at any time thereafter, I offer my service as a catalyst and organizer.  

1.  February 2011.  Catholic Public Intelligence Advisory Council and Network  (Rome?)
2.  April 2011.  Inter-Faith Public Intelligence Advisory Council and Network  (Beirut?)
3.  June 2011.  Global Inter-Faith Public Intelligence Summit (Jakarta?)
4. August 2011.  Global Inter-Faith Public Policy and Budget Summit (Jerusalem?)
All of the above would be in support of the October 2011 Assisi Peace Summit.
With the utmost humility and the most devout intentions possible, I am quite certain, based on my lifetime of experience as an intelligence professional and a pioneer of public intelligence (open, ethical decision-support) that His Holiness could direct the use of these ideas toward an entirely new form of evidence-based inter-faith reconciliation that has practical and sustainable effect upon humanity in all its forms.   Shared secular truth enables inter-faith trust.  E Veritate Potens.  St.
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